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In  the  matter  of  mistreatment  of  Ferpetuat 

American  prisoners  of  war  at  the  pri-  v  Aether  La 

son  camps  at  Ohuna,  Japan,  betW'  on  v  IS*’  <'5810. 
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ber  1943.  v 

Vv»  *»  V!t  .  . . .  .  .  •  ••  v.  •  vV4* 


Ferpetuation  of  Testimony  of 
Author  Laurence  I'aher,  Captain, 

usi:  /581c 5 


Taken  at» 


Date: 


Navy  R  ‘ling,  3ureau  of  Ferconnel,  Room  4040,  Arling¬ 
ton,  Virginia 

20  November  1945 

Norval  R,  Strang,  Agent,  3IC.  ID'..-. 


lunations  bv:  Lloyd  S.  Gluck,  Special  Agent,  SIC,  I  ID  -7 . 

3*  Sta^e  your  name,  ra  1c,  serial  number  and  permanent  hone  address. 

A.  Arthur  Laurence  I aher ,  Captain,  . '“58 105,  T3N,  and  my  permanent  home  address 
is  2237  Devonshire  Road,  IT.  V/, ,  .’ashington,  D..  0. 

r-i*  Have  you  recently  been  returned  to  the  United  States  from  overseas? 

A.  Yes,  on  the  9th  or  ICth  of  September ,  1945*  disembarking  at  Oakland,  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

..'ere  you  a  prisoner  of  war? 

A.  Yes. 

..  At  what  places  were  you  ield,  and  state  the  approximate  date3. 

A.  I  was  gunnery  off  icer  abc  v:d  the  U.S.S,  Houston  which  was  sunlc  during  a 
night  battle  in  Sun:  a  3trait,  off  the  coast  of  Javu,  on  28  February  1942. 
j.b  ut  three  hundred  and  fifty  members  of  the  ship's  crew  managed  to  reach 
store  at  a  point  abc  t  one  hundred  miles  from  Batavia,  Over  half  of  this 
number  was  immediately  taken  prisoner  by  the  Japanese  Army,  the  rest  o?  us 
managing  to  make  our  escape  i  0  the  mountains.  On  2  larch  1942,  I  -.as 
captured  in  the  mountains  of  ava  by  the  Japanese  my  Military  iolice  and 
taken  by  motor  truck  to  Serang,  Java,  where  I  ups  imprisoned  until  6  April 
1942,  at  which  time  t  and  thirteen  other  officers  were  taken  to  Batavia  and 
placed  aboard  the  Atsutu  Uaru,  a  Japanese  ship  bound  for  Shimoneseki,  Japan, 
•e  arrived  on  k  I’ay  1942.  .'9  vaere  roved  by  train  from  Shimoneseki  to 

Ohuna,  Japan,  arriving  t^ere  5  l*ay  1942.  I  v/a3  imprisoned  at  Ohuna  from 
5  Hay  1942  to  3  December  1943*  at  which  time  I  wa3  moved  by  train  to  Omori, 
the  headquarters  camp  of  the  Tokyo  area,  arriving  there  on  3  December  1943* 

I  remained  a  prisoner  at  Omori  until  29  August  19A5,  at  which  tine  I  was 
liberated  by  T.  S.  Navy  personnel  under  the  command  of  Co ’no dor e  Simpson. 
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Did  you  witness  any  mis treatment  of  Ame'icar.  prisoners  of  war  at  Ohuna? 

Cn  or  about  10  '  ey  1°42,  '  was  '  jat.ew  with  clubs  for  talking  with  another 
prisoner.  'e  *  :i )  not  Liowed  to  t«u.lk  to  esoh  other.  Anot.ier  time  I  re 
ceived  a  sir.til  ?  b  ating  for  -  lure  to  remove  my  shoes  while  in  the  con¬ 
crete  structure  vied  e3  a  vet  r^oa. 

Cn  nhev*  _  >  June  1942,  Lt ,  Harlan  G.  ’Clrkpatrick ,  VP™.  l,jS* 

Houston,  was  ova  «»r.  .  — er<  with  rlvb?:  *-*•»••  •«»  ►*“J  uuttocks  and  kidney  , 
region  of  t  ie  '  uck  jumped  a  and  kicked  in  the  groin  while  on  the  ground. 
The  Japanese  vu- iie.i  of  whj  Lt.  Kirkpekziek  wa-*  beaten  wa3  that  he  had 
s  illed  a  small  auoun  of  rice  in  serving  the  other  prisoners. 

Cn  or  about  If  JJiy  ??42,  Li.  alter  G.  inslow,  "SHR,  of  the  tT.3.3. 
Houston,  received  a  similar  beating  for  drinking  from  a  cup  in  the  toilet 
area.  The  Japanese  ^jaias  insisted  that  it  was  unsanitary  to  drink  from  aj 
cup  in  that  area, 

On  or  about  1  November  .19 42,  Lt.  Oarlton  K»  Clark,  a  I,avj  aviator, 

-.•as  beaten  severely  with  clues  because  he  refused  to  give  what  the  Japanea? 
considered  a  eati3factcry  answer  ta  their  questions.  Lt.  Clark  received 
another  be  a  king  on  or  ab  it  1  Jane  19;3 ;  under  the  accusation  of  the  Japan¬ 
ese  that  he  vvs  not  doing  his  ...'vl:,  ut.  Glur':  was  suffering  from  physical 
exhaustion  at  the  time  cf  the  second  heating. 

Lt.  Co  -inane  jt  John  A.  Fitzgerald,  \E3i'«  of  the  J.S.S.  Grenadier,  was 
beaten  severely  cn  1  J«’ne  1943  ft"  talking  to  another  prisoner. 

Ensign  Albert  B.  Head,  03NR,  was  beaten  on  1  November  1942  for  not 
giving  what  the  Dapanese  considered  true  answers  during  his  interrogation. 

About  the  ’-addle  if  August  1942,  Ensign _ Hunt,  AKiP,  an  aviator 

flying  with  an  air  squndron  out  of  Dutch  Harbor,  Ala3Ka,  was  beaten  for 
tel.cing  to  ano  hu  prisoner. 

On  1  NovemV  1942,  Lt.  Commander  David  A.  Hurt,  U  ^,S.  Perch,  was 
beaten  for  what  the  Japanese  called  "general  conduct ’. 

Lt.  Commander  eli'crd  C.  31 inn,  tSII(  J.S.S.  Pope,  wa3  beaten  for  tallj- 
ing  with  another  prisoner.  This  beating  took  place  on  1  November  1942. 

Murray  Glasser  AUl ;/? ,  U"Tr<>  v.au  beaten  on  1  November  1942,  for  ab¬ 
solutely  ne  reason.  Hi-  mpati  _rts  had  failed  to  answer  questions  in  a 
manner  to  please  the  Japanese  and  Gleaser,  who  had  not  been  questioned, 
was  punished. 

2ns  ign  _ Rh-aes ,  U-N,  Thomas  C.  Nelson,  APH  l/c,  1*^,  and  3/Sgtj 

Theos  (?)  Luts,  from  a  P-24  shct  down  over  RAteuL,  all  receded  severe 
beatings  vn  1  November  1942  fer  failure  to  satisfy  their  Japanese 
uestioners. 

.  Describe  the  met  hods  used  by  til"  .Tupanese  guards  in  administering  the  bealj 
ings  to  these  prisoners. 
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o  were  compelled  to  line  up  in  the  courtyard,  and  the  Japanese  guards  would 
"azs  turns  beating  us  with  wood  clubs  about  four  feet  long  and  one  and  one 
half  inches  square,  which  they  held  in  both  hands.  These  '.rare  not  clubs 
selected  t  random,  but  were  regular  Issue  to  the  Jiinaiesc.  guards.  hile 
many  of  the  beatings  wers  due  to  the  sadism  of  the  Japanese  guards,  others 

rer0  n9ted  out  by  the  Camp  Co  mandant,  os  well  as  his  superior  officers  in 
the  Japanese  Yavy, 

ere  there  other  *orms  of  mistreatment? 

Uhdor  the  guise  of  physical  reconditioning  the  Japanese  meted  out  severe 
punishment  one  beating.  e  were  forced  to  run  for  long  periods  of  time, 
and  any  prisoner  lagg:,n:  behind  or  drupp'ng  from  the  lino  from  exhaustion 
vras  beaten  vita  the  two-handed  'wood  clubs.  .'e  were  forced  to  do  "push-ups" 
and  other  violent  exercise  for  long  periods  of  tine,  Failure  to  complete 
tnese  "exercises"  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Japanese  guards  would 
result  in  a  beating. 

Can  you  give  the  name  of  any  i«erican  personnel  concerned  in  these  incidents' 

-ill  t.ie  men  listed  in  the  foregoing  received  this  punishment  and  can  offer 
additional  information.  I  was  the  senior  prisoner  rt  this  camp  and  vas 
interpreter,  as  the  Japanese  guards  could  not  spaa1:  English.  Tharefo  e,  I 
vas  informed  of  the  ostensible  reasons  giver,  for  the  beating  of  these  men. 

-he  reasons  h-ve  beer,  listed  above. 

Can  you  identify  the  Japanese  personnel  at  t'  is  camp? 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  camp  from  the  time  of  my  arrival  until  about 

1  October  1$L2  was  arrant  Officer _ Oucai,  Ja  anese  "a^-.  :/0 _ 

Iida,  Japanese  T?vy,  replaced  Ouchi  as  Co  manding  Officer,  Co  mender  C. 

;  ic-  a..i ,  Ja..  anese  Yavy ,  vas  interrogation  officer,  and  came  to  the  .-.amp  only 

’  hen  prisoners  ore  to  be  questioned.  A  civilian  interpreter,  _ 3asaki, 

acconyanied  Commander  Uisaki  on  hie  visits  to  the  camp.  Commander  Misaki 
spoke  excell -rt  3fcgLioh  and  bragged  about  taking  a  post-graduate  course  at 
.rrinceton.  The  gratis  at  Ghuna  were  all  seamen  first  clats  .,f  uh3  Japanese 
h'^vy ,  and  their  last  r.emos  are  listed  as  follows i  Yanagisuffa,  >do, 
iTatsuhor,  Kawushima,  Hsz-awa,  Shimada,  Yamada,  JIameda,  Tsuahiye .  lHohi,  and 
.•ooayas.d.^  Ohuna  was  not  a  regular  prisoner  of  war  ca^p,  Iv;  was  the 
Japanese  ’avy  Inte  rogation  Center,  and  vas  were  given  to  understand  that 
ve  were  not  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  as  rescued  persons  who 
could  be  dropped  back  into  the  sea  at  any  time. 
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If  Arthur  Laurence  Maher,  of  lawful  ago,  being  duly  sworn  on 
oath,  state  that  I  have  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  r.i y 
interrogation,  and  all  answers  contained  therein  are  true  to 
the  best  of  ry  ’moul edge  and  belief. 

A/  Arthur  Laurence  Maher _ 

Arthur  Laurence  Maher,  Capt.,  USN 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this i  27th  da^  of  November  104* . 

Jj’l-.l _ S^Aornhai.'-.  1st  Lt,  PIT _ 

Surirary  Court,  2527  SOU. 

CERTIFICATE 

I,  Lloyd  E.  Gluck,  Special  Agent,  SIC,  MW,  certify'  that  Arthur  Laurence 
Malier,  Contain,  U3II  #i>C105,  personally  appecrod  before  me  on  the  20th  day 
of  November  1?45  and  testified  concerning  War  Crimes;  and  that  the  foro- 
going  is  an  accurate  transcription  of  the  answers  given  by  him  to  the 
several  questions  set  forth. 

_ IsL _ Up:.-O.i_0.hoI; _ 

Place:  Washington,  E,  C. 

Date:  27th  da”  of  Povcmbor  104  r». 
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Ij  Arthur  Laurence  Maher,  of  lawful  ago,  being  duly  sworn  on 
oaJ.vh,  state  that  I  have  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  ny 
interrogation,  and  all  answers  contained  therein  are  true  to 
the  best  of  r y  knowledge  and  boliof, 

/ r/  Arthur  Laurence  higher _ _ 

Arthur  Laurence  Maher,  Capt.,  USN 

Subecribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27x.h  da^  of  November  104* , 

rJj*/ ■  Aornhai.i ,  1st  Lt.  C1T _ 

Sui.ir>ary  Court,  2527  SOU. 

2  £  2  T  I  PI  C  ATE 

I,  Lloyd  E.  Gluck,  Special  Agent,  SIC,  111,  certify  that  Arthur  Laurence 
Malier,  Curtain,  U3II  //5fx05,  personally  appeared  before  me  on  the  20iv  day 
of  November  r?45  and  testified  concerning  War  Crimes;  and  that  the  fore¬ 
going  is  an  accurate  transcription  of  the  answers  given  by  him  to  the 
several  questions  set  forth, 

_ZsZ _ _ 

Place:  Washington,  P,  C, 

Date:  27th.  da’*  of  ,Tovombor  1945. 
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